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RVing with Grandkids
By  S I lva n a  c l a r k   |   r v  t r av e l I n g M o M 

You want to spend quality time with 

the grandkids, right?  

But it can be tough to get them 

away from the television, the GameBoy, 

the iPhone and whatever other electronic 

device captures their attention.

A family RV trip can be just what the 

doctor ordered—small spaces inside, the 

whole world outside. This book is chock 

full of advice and ideas gleaned from 

years of traveling the United States in an 

RV—with kids and without. We know because we’ve been there. 

Is it possible to get the kids to put down their phones long 

enough to study a bug? Will they give up McDonald’s in favor of 

a s’more cooked over a campfire? Yes! If you follow these tips and 

advice.

Read more ideas for enhancing your RV experience at my blog, RV 

TravelingMom on TravelingMom.com

Get the latest and greatest travel stories and advice by signing up 

for our weekly TravelingMom newsletter. Warning: It will make you 

want to travel. Even with kids.

http://TravelingMom.com
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Going Camping  
for the First Time?

Traditionally, grandparents regale their family with stories about the good old 

days when a vacation meant setting up a musty-smelling canvas tent in a 

local campground. Hiking, swimming and a few ghost stories made the trip 

memorable. 

While you may not want to duplicate those bare-bone experiences, you can expose 

your grandchildren to quality time spent with you in an outdoor setting.

Follow these tips for a better camping experience—for you and the kids.

Keep expectations realistic
There’s a chance your video-savvy grandchildren simply don’t know what to ex-

pect from an RV vacation with the grands. 

Let them know there won’t be any roller coasters or high tech video arcades. (Un-

less you are camping at Disney’s Camp Wilderness, but that is a whole other article!) 

Explain you are having a new experience that involves going to a campground, tak-

ing hikes and of course, making s’mMores. Many campgrounds offer lakes or pools for 

swimming fun. If possible bring their bikes, since many campgrounds offer traffic free 

bike paths.

Borrow or rent an RV if you don’t have one
The novelty of having a house on wheels makes the trip extra special. One set of 

grandparents simply asked to borrow their neighbors RV and drove 10 miles to the 

nearest campground. It felt like a world away and grandkids loved their “playhouse.”

Many campgrounds offer cabin rentals. This means you’ll have actual beds and a 



solid roof in case of bad weather. Some camp-

grounds even offer yurt rentals. (Have your 

grandkids Google “yurt.”) We once stayed at a 

campground in a giant tipi, complete with ta-

bles, chairs and beds. And yes, even a TV!

Wherever you go...don’t go far 
Kids don’t care if you go to a campground in 

the next town or 200 miles away. They want to 

get there, check out the pool or lake, ride their 

bikes, and generally get started having fun. 

Driving a short distance gives you more time 

to check out Junior Ranger programs at the 

national park or planned activities at the campground. 

One family planned a week-long multi-generational camping trip at a campground 

20 miles from home. Everyone camped together on the weekend. Monday morning, 

Mom and Dad drove to their jobs while the grandparents stayed at the campground 

with the kids. Because of the short distance away from home, parents returned to the 

campground each night for dinner and campfire fun. 

Be a good role model and turn off your electronics
Sure there will be complaints, but the pioneers survived without cell phones. The 

same goes for the grandkids of the grandmother who purposely selected camp-

grounds in national and state campgrounds with limited cell reception. That took 

the blame of off her when the grandkids couldn’t text or play video games. 

The Kaiser Foundation reported that children spend 53 hours a week connected 

to some sort of electronic media. Camping in a place with limited connectivity helps 

you use that time being connected IRL (In Real Life) with your grandchildren. It won’t 

be long until they make new friends at the campground and get busy playing in the 

creek or making fairy houses underneath mossy logs. 

Don’t forget to pack some books for old-fashioned story time!  
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Involve the grandkids in the planning
Children often have everything planned for them. All that’s left for them to do is 

complain when things don’t go well. 

Give them some say in the planning. That way, they can’t blame all of the problems 

on you. 

But it’s important to limit the choices. Pick two campgrounds you would be happy 

to visit. Then show the grandkids the websites of both and let them decide which 

one they prefer. 

You can also assign them a role in the entertainment. Ask them to pick one or two 

board games to bring along. Or to create a playlist for the car ride. 

Discuss what kinds of clothes they’ll need for the camping trip. Once they have the 

basics—a coat if it will be cold, a bathing suit if it will be hot, let them decide what 

to bring. (Don’t forget, there’s nothing wrong with a 5-year-old wearing her sparkly 

tutu while camping!)

It’s OK to get dirty
Researchers are finding that children today lack the experience of being outdoors 

and actually getting dirty looking for bugs or feeling tired after a long hike. The ad-

vantages of going camping with your children outweigh the small inconvenience of 

not having your microwave, video games and Lazy Boy. 

Richard Louv, author of Last Child in the Woods, coined the phrase, “Nature Deficit 

Disorder,” relating to children who don’t have any connection to nature. So get ad-

venturous and head out to a local campground where you and your grandchildren 

can wade in icy-cold streams, gaze at stars and of course, make those s’mores!



Let’s face it. We Americans are enamored with our dogs. We dress them in 

raincoats at the first drop of rain, and contort our bodies so Fido has room 

on our bed. 

It makes sense that we want to take our dog(s) on vacation with the family. Trav-

eling with an RV allows you to bring the grandkids, all their paraphernalia and still 

have room for your beloved pets. (We once met a couple traveling in a small motor 

home with two St. Bernards!)

Bringing Fido can save money too—it means you won’t have to pay for a boarding 

kennel or pet sitter. 

In the event you decide to travel with your dog and your grandchildren, keep 

these factors in mind:

■ Is your dog used to having lively children around? An elderly dog that hasn’t 

been around children might have a tendency to snap or growl if his personal space 

is invaded. If your grandchildren don’t have a dog at home, they may need instruc-

tions on how to behave around a dog that is used to his peace and quiet. Caution 

children not to bother the dog while he is eating or try to play with him while he’s 

snoozing.

■ RV’s get hot in the sun, just like cars. Make sure not to leave your dog unat-

tended in the RV on a hot day. Even with open windows, dogs can quickly get over-

heated.

■ Call campgrounds ahead of time to check their pet policy. Some campgrounds 

have restrictions about certain breeds or even size of dogs. 
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■ Your grandkids stay secured with seatbelts and your dog needs to be secured 

also. Keep your dog in a crate while driving the RV to avoid injury to the dog and 

passengers.

■ Some national and state parks allow dogs only on certain trails. Read signs care-

fully because those fines can be costly! 

■ The same goes with beaches. Some beaches allow dogs to roam off-

leash at certain hours. Others require dogs to be on-leash at all 

times. Once you find a beach that welcomes dogs, enjoy the 

fun of having your dog shake off the sand inside the RV!

■ Those bright yellow KOA Campground signs along 

the freeway point the way to fun...for your family and your 

dog. Many KOA Campgrounds offer special K-9 dog play-

grounds. Your dog can frolic inside a fenced area complete 

with ramps, tunnels and other devices for exercise. Down-

load the KOA app to find campgrounds offering the K-9 

dog parks. 

Taking your dog and grandchildren can add fun 

and exercise to your vacation. Plus you won’t have 

to look at little Muffy’s sorrowful eyes when you 

leave her at the kennel!



Camping trips expose children to a world of smells and textures that go 

way beyond a sterile plastic computer mouse. Try some of these ideas to 

get the grandkids to commune with nature on your RV trip.

The Flip of a Coin
Turn an ordinary hike through the woods or campground into a fun coin-walk. 

Start at your RV campsite by having a child toss a coin. “Heads” means you start walk-

ing and turn left. “Tails” means you head to the right. 

Walk in the direction indicated on the coin until the next cross street or trail. Again, 

flip the coin to see which direction you’ll go. You may be surprised where you end 

up! 

Let your grandkids take turns flipping the coin. Watch what happens when you are 

at a cross street and a “Tails” gets you to turn into the campground snack bar featur-

ing ice cream! 

Fun with Preschoolers
Preschoolers are extra fun on a camping trip. All it takes is some colored paper, 

crayons and a little creativity.

Help your grandchildren practice recognizing colors by giving each child a piece 

of colored paper. As you hike, see how many objects your little ones can find that 

match their color. 

Or help them learn shapes by giving each one a paper cut into a shape or circle. 

Help them identify RV doors, tents or tires that match the shape of their paper. 
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Often young children get so involved 

looking for shapes and colors they don’t no-

tice how far they are walking! (As an added 

bonus: It increases the likelihood they will 

be tired enough to take a nap when you 

get back to the RV!)

Encourage your grandchildren’s cre-

ative side by bringing along paper and 

some peeled crayons on your nature 

walk. Occasionally stop to let children 

place the paper on top of a picnic table 

or a tree to create a rubbing. Try to iden-

tify the objects when you get back.

If it’s raining, leave the paper behind 

but go anyway. An everyday walk 

takes on a new experience as children walk 

through mud puddles. Let children squish 

mud between their fingers. How about making a few mud pies? After all, part of the 

fun of camping is doing things you wouldn’t do at home.

If your grandchildren are too little for big hikes, invite them to take a “Discovery 

Walk” with you. Just walk around the campground and look for things they wouldn’t 

see at home in their neighborhood. Point out the different styles of RVs—from retro-

looking tiny trailers to luxurious motorhomes with huge TV screens on the outside. 

Check out the colored maps some people have on their RV depicting states they 

have visited. If you happen to pass by the camp hosts’ site, chat with them about 

why they volunteer. 

One of the best parts of RV camping is the opportunity to spend an extended time 

outdoors. Take advantage of the fresh air and sunshine by making shadow creatures 

with your grandkids.  

Try this on a sunny day:



In the early morning, have your grandchild stand on a sidewalk or paved campsite 

while you trace around her shadow with chalk. Encourage her to be creative by hold-

ing one hand in the air or standing on one foot to make a whimsical shadow. Label 

the time of day.

At noon, repeat the process in the same location and notice the change in the 

shadow’s size. Before the sun goes down, have your grandchild stand in the same 

location and look at the difference in size again. 

Beyond the Eye Roll: Camping With Teens
Ask a pre-schooler if she wants to go on a camping trip with Grandma and Grand-

pa and she’ll jump in the car without packing. Ask the same question to a teenager 

and you’ll probably get an eye roll and a “Whatever.” 

Take heart. Teenagers are much too cool to show their interest in hanging out 

with you. However, in a study by the Mood of American Youth survey, students aged 

13-19 were asked to name their role model. The largest percentage, 44%, choose a 

family member. 

Taking a teenager on an RV camping trip can be delightful. It’s surprising how po-

lite and engaging teens can be away from their parents! Here are some ways to en-

joy the experience of getting to know your teenage grandchild in a relaxed setting.

Give your teens some say in the trip. Do they want to leave Friday afternoon or 

Saturday morning? Do they want a campground with planned activities or would 

they like a back-to-nature experience with rustic accommodations? (Of course you’ll 

have electricity for your granddaughter’s curling iron!)

Ask about food preferences. Some teens change from being a vegetarian to lac-

tose free to an all-meat diet on a daily basis.

Practice asking open ended questions. They help when you’re trying to strike up 

a conversation. Saying, “How do you like school?” will elicit a reply of: “It’s OK.” Instead 

try asking: “Tell me about a class you really enjoy at school.” Chances are it will get 

you a longer, more insightful answer.

Let them sleep. Teens are chronically sleep deprived. Don’t be alarmed if your 

grandchild sleeps until noon. Enjoy the time together while they are awake!
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Give them some personal space. Some teens will enjoy the feeling of indepen-

dence by sleeping in a separate tent next to the RV. 

Find a new challenge. Try to do an activity your grandchild hasn’t done before. 

Can you go zip lining, rent kayaks or ride horses? One grandmother was surprised 

that her 13–year-old granddaughter had never built a fire. They spent a fun evening 

letting the teen light paper, add kindling and build a fire with the firewood they 

bought from the camp store.

Limit, don’t ban, the use of electronics. Going cold turkey might not be an op-

tion, but you can ask your grandchild to put down the video game to join a ranger 

program or go on a hike. One grandfather called several campgrounds to find the 

one that had the “worst” cell reception so his grandson wouldn’t be able to use his 

cell phone!

In many cases, teens may not show they are having a good time with you. It seems 

there is an unwritten teenager code that it’s cool to keep a detached persona. Yet with 

patience, you may see a few glimmers of a smile and a heartfelt, “Thanks for taking me 

camping” from your granddaughter or grandson as you return them home. What more 

can a grandparent want?

One of the joys of RV 

camping with your 

grandkids is being 

outdoors with the possibility of see-

ing wildlife, including bald eagles. 

Here’s an easy dessert kids can 

make while RV’ing in honor of our 

national bird.

■ Purchase enough Twinkies 

so there is one for each person on 

the camping trip. (Aren’t you glad 

Twinkies are still being sold?)

■ Freeze the Twinkies for an 

hour or so. (This makes them easier 

to frost.)

■ Cut about 1 inch off bottom of 

the Twinkie to help it stand upright.

■ Have kids spread vanilla frost-

ing over the Twinkie and then roll it 

in flaked coconut for “feathers.”

■ Attach mini-chocolate chips or 

raisins with a dab of frosting for the 

eyes.

■ Add a ring of raisins at the 

base of your eagle’s head.

■ Insert a cashew into the 

Twinkie for the beak.

■ Marvel at the edible master-

piece you just created!

Yes, I know this is a high-sugar 

dessert. But most likely their mom 

isn’t around to lecture you on 

proper nutrition. Make sure to serve 

plenty of carrot sticks and apple 

slices for other snacks and then it all 

balances out. 

BALD EAGLE TWinkiES



What grandparent doesn’t love to show off pictures of their cute grand-

kids? But do you really need more of those standard, staged pictures 

of the kids lined up side by side and sporting artificial, forced smiles?

With these few tips, you can take natural looking photos of kids with your phone 

or a camera. These pictures will make your friends say, “Those truly are adorable 

grandkids!”

Get down to their level. Yes, you may have to wear knee pads, (and your grand-

kids will have to pull you to an upright position!) but getting a shot when you are at 

the same level as your grandchild creates an interesting photo.

Let them play while you snap away. Try to photograph kids in natural settings. 

Snap a picture sleeping in their RV bed or eating at the picnic table. Photograph 

them on the campground playground or as they 

walk across a tiny stream.

Don’t be afraid to get close. Who wants to see a 

tiny face hidden among a pile of leaves? A close-up 

of your grandchildren’s face surrounded by a few 

leaves keeps the focus on their special smile.

Use props. Incorporate trees, statues and even 

road signs into the photos of your grandkids. 

We have a great picture of our daughter on her 

hands and knees, crawling across a road next to 

a sign that said “Caution! Slow Turtle Crossing”. 
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Start a picture tradition. Perhaps your grandchild can stand next to the same 

spot on your RV every summer. It’s fun seeing the growth of each child. 

Get an action shot. Have the kids run or skip towards you. That always produces 

an interesting shot.

Enlist a volunteer photographer. Grab another camper walking by and ask them 

to take a picture so you can be in the shot with your grandkids. 

Give the kids the camera. Do a twist and have your grandkids take a picture of 

you in an unusual setting or pose!

After taking creative photos, don’t forget to find ways to show off and display 

those cute mug shots. Most drugstores and large retailers offer easy ways to impose 

photos on cups, mouse pads, blankets or bound books. That insures those camping 

pictures will be in plain sight so the memories can continue.



One of the highlights of RV 

camping is the relaxed atti-

tude that overcomes adults. Sometimes 

the biggest decision is whether to roast hot dogs for dinner or bar-

beque hamburgers. Oh yes, there’s the decision over whether to attend the camp-

ground’s ice cream social or sit by the campfire and read a book. 

But it doesn’t matter where you are, when you’re in charge of the grandkids, you 

can’t relax the safety rules. Grandparents living alone are used to leaving pill bottles 

on counter tops and steak knives on the table. Then suddenly a charming toddler 

grandchild visits and you notice all sorts of safety hazards. 

Here are a few safety tips to keep in mind when RV’ing with grandchildren:

■ Secure all medications, especially those you usually keep in your purse. It’s all 

too easy to try and distract a fussy toddler by giving them your purse to look at, 

while forgetting about the pills inside.

■ Take extra precautions when backing up the RV or the tow vehicle. Kids riding 

their bikes or running through the campground are so busy enjoying their “freedom” 

they forget to look for moving vehicles.

■ We all love watching flames flicker around a campfire. Make sure you keep the 

matches or lighters in the hands of adults.

■ Children can drown in small amounts of water. Check that water buckets used 

to put out fires are supervised by adults. 
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■ Explain to children how RV doors operate from the inside. It’s all too easy for a 

child to push on the lightweight screen door and tumble down the steps.

■ Make sure everyone is strapped in. It’s all too easy to get lax about wearing seat-

belts in an RV. What’s wrong with walking back to the kitchen to get a snack as the 

RV is barreling down the freeway? Plenty! As soon as children get in the RV, remind 

them that wearing seatbelts is non-negotiable. Stopping for ice cream sundaes be-

fore arriving at the campground is open to discussion!

■ Be prepared with a First-Aid kit filled with a variety of Band-Aids as well as ice 

packs. No ice packs? Toss a couple bags of frozen peas into your RV refrigerator. Their 

cold yet flexible shape is ideal to put on bruised elbows or knees. 

■ Bring sunscreen, anti-itch cream, tweezers, anti-bacteria wipes, hand sanitizing 

gel, sterile gauze and adhesive tape. They’re all sure to come in handy.

■ Make sure your smoke alarm works inside the RV. Everyone could be snug in their 

beds when a fire starts. The alarm gets everyone awake and outside to safety.

■ Set up a safety barrier around the campfire. One grandfather brings a bright yellow 

rope that he lays on the ground in a circle, about two feet from the fire pit. His grandchil-

dren are taught never to cross the rope barrier.

■ If you have a toddler camping with you for a few days, tie up the cord on the RV 

window shades. Many children have been strangled from the cords.

■ While grandparents never wore helmets while riding bikes, it’s good to protect 

your grandchildren and insist they wear their helmets while pedaling around the 

campground.

■ The smaller, confined space in an RV makes it difficult to safely store cleaning 

chemicals or sharp implements. Move those dangerous things to the RVs outside 

lockable storage compartments. 

After keeping those safety tips in mind, relax and go play a game of Candy Bar 

BINGO with your grandkids at the campground clubhouse!



Want to be seen as a super-cool grandparent? You could repeat your 

story about walking to school barefoot in the snow. Or you could try 

these two easy activities the next time you are camping with your 

grandkids. Camping is the time to let kids see the fun-fun-fun side of your personality.

Have a Sparks Party
Buy a package of Wintergreen Lifesavers before your camping trip. When night 

falls, find a spot that is totally dark, either inside your RV or at the campground, away 

from outdoor lights. 

Give your grandkids a Lifesaver to put between their front teeth. Launch a dramat-

ic “3-2-1” countdown and have them bite into the lifesaver. Sparks will fly! You have 

to admit, that’s the easiest party you’ve ever had to plan.

Build a Super Spit Sculpture
Have your grandkids get creative with one of the easiest and weirdest craft proj-

ects of all time. Before your camping trip, stop by an office store such as Office 

Depot or Staples and buy a bag of biodegradable packing peanuts. These 

look like Styrofoam peanuts but are made from 100% cornstarch. That’s 

where the fun starts.

Set out the biodegradable peanuts on a picnic table and tell your grand-

kids they can make any kind of free-form sculpture they want with these 

peanuts. They simply pick one up, lick the end and stick that piece to another 

peanut. It binds! All you have to do is “lick and stick” the pieces to make a sculpture. 
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I’ve had kids make hats, crowns and necklaces from the peanuts. Your grandkids 

can even safely put a peanut in their mouth and have it completely dissolve. 

After you get tired of the Spit Sculpture, take squirt guns or spray bottles filled 

with water and shoot at the sculpture. It totally disintegrates! 

This is also a great rainy day activity. Kids can make the sculpture inside the cozy 

RV then carry it outside and watch the rain dissolve the sculpture.

Who needs video games when you can have a Sparks party and create a Spit 

Sculpture?

Sometimes it’s fun to have 

a “theme” on an RV trip. 

Younger grandkids will love 

including their teddy bears on the 

trip. Here are a few ideas to make 

your time together extra fun:

■ Have all the kids bring their fa-

vorite teddy bear (or stuffed animal) 

and line them up for a group pho-

tograph. Take photos of the bears 

in typical camping situations such 

as next to a campfire, by a creek or 

peeking out the RV door. When you 

get home, create a scrapbook of all 

the bear’s adventures.

■ Put all the bears in a box and 

cover with a towel. See if kids can 

reach in and identify their bear just 

by feel.

■ Get everyone involved in sing-

ing and acting out the song, “The 

Bear Went over the Mountain.”  Yes, 

your fellow campers will wonder 

what you are up to, but 

they’ll also enjoy hear-

ing all the laughter 

coming from your site.

■ Play the Teddy 

Bear Memory Game. 

First person says, “I’m 

going on a camping 

trip with my bear 

and I’m bringing 

along an Alligator.” 

The next person 

repeats that sen-

tence and then 

adds what he/she 

is bringing along 

that starts with 

the letter B. Con-

tinue adding items until someone 

has a memory lapse. (Which will 

probably be an adult!)

■ Make simple teddy bear 

cupcakes by frosting cupcakes with 

chocolate frosting. Put two vanilla 

wafers on the top 1/3 of the cup-

cake to form the ears. Use M&M’s to 

add ears and eyes. Munch away!

TEDDy BEARS ALSO LikE TO CAMP!



Since most RV parks are in rural settings, it’s easy to expose your grandchil-

dren to nature and natural craft projects. 

Take a walk to learn about pine cones, leaves and pieces of moss. Take a 

close look at the pine cone. How does it smell? Is it sticky with sap? Is the pine cone 

smooth or does it have small barbs on the end? 

Some kids might actually be scared to touch moss with clumps of dirt attached. 

“EEECKKK! What if there’s a spider in the dirt?” they’ll yell. Take time to expose chil-

dren to mud by the side of the creek or a branch covered with lichen. Bring a box 

where you place an item from nature each day. Challenge kids to reach in and try to 

identify the branch, acorn or leaf by touch only. 

Try these fun ways to incorporate nature into your 

camping trip:

Leafy Creatures of the Forest
Take children on a walk to collect leaves. 

Compare the leaves on a tree with those 

found on the ground. Remind children to 

only collect leaves that have fallen.

Bring the collection back to the RV. Give children con-

struction paper, scissors, glue and markers. Encourage 

them to use their leaves as the basis for a “creature.” 

Could the leaf be the skirt of a fairy? Does it resemble 

an umbrella?

c h a p t e r  7
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Use the scissors to cut the leaves into distinct shapes. You’ll have grandkids tell 

you, “Hey! I never thought of cutting leaves!” Glue the leaves on the paper and use 

markers to embellish the artwork. Be sure to display these masterpieces from nature 

on your RV refrigerator.

Wooden Wonders 
So often, children think of all trees having a solid brown trunk with leafy branches. 

As you walk, ask children to look for a twisted tree trunks or branches that look like 

a witch’s fingernails. How many shapes of leaves can they discover? What are the dif-

ferent textures on tree bark? 

As you walk, ask each child to find 2-3 unusual small pieces of wood on the 

ground. Upon returning to your motor home, talk about their selected wood shapes. 

Are some smooth? Are some in unique shapes? 

Brush off any dirt or moss and set out an assortment of paints and brushes. Watch 

children turn their pieces of wood into creative works of art. Maybe a narrow twig 

turns into a specked snake. A smooth piece of wood could be transformed into a 

beautiful butterfly with the addition of paper wings.

Camping With a Purpose:
Ever try Volksmarching? A “walk” sounds boring, but Volksmarching creates a fes-

tive atmosphere with balloons, banners and plenty of friendly people. Club mem-

bers select a trail for safety, scenic interest, historic areas, natural beauty and walk-

ability. They then invite everyone to come and enjoy the hike on a weekend or a 

weekday evening. 

The trails are marked with colorful markers so children can be “trail blazers” and 

lead the way. Trails may be in cities, towns, parks, forests, rural areas, anywhere there 

is a pleasant or interesting place to walk. Look for a Volksport Club in the area where 

you plan to camp and ask whether a Volksmarch is planned while you’ll be there 

with the grandkids.



Traveling with grandkids usually includes a 

stop at a touristy gift shop followed by a 

pleas of, “Can I buy this?...Please?” “I really 

have to have this overpriced, tacky toy that will break by the time I get home.” 

Some grandparents solve this problem by designating a certain amount of souve-

nir money for each child. When the money is gone…that’s the end of souvenir shop-

ping.  Another option is to announce ahead of time that you’ll visit gift shops to look 

and yes, even touch items. There just won’t be any purchases made! 

My mother once spent 45 minutes of a rainy afternoon with our daughter in a gift 

shop. Our daughter was content to simply touch and talk about all the cool trinkets 

without being rushed.

Here’s another option to avoid bringing home “Made in China” souvenirs that sim-

ply collect dust: Start a tradition of looking for heart-shaped rocks.

Sometimes the rocks you find are more anatomically correct rather than Valentine-

heart worthy, but they are heart-shaped none the less. Strolling along a pebble-cov-

ered beach gives you lots of possibilities, followed by a democratic voting process to 

decide which of the heart-shaped rocks deserves the honor of going home with you. 

to be on the lookout for that special heart-shaped rock. 

In our family, we used a permanent marker to label the rock with the date and 

location. The rocks are displayed on a sturdy shelf in our entry way. At least once a 

month, someone stops by the shelf, picks up a rock and says, “Remember when…?”

What better way to preserve memories of a great RV trip? 
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In our fast-paced world, we seldom have 

time to relax outdoors in the evening. It’s 

when we get to a campground that we see how soothing it is to sit under the 

stars on a wobbly folding chair while our grandkids enjoy the campfire with us. 

But traveling with grandkids means the relaxation doesn’t last too long. Kids need 

activities to keep them occupied. Here’s an easy way for you to still relax in the eve-

ning while your grandkids are happily engaged close by.

Before you regale your grandkids with some spooky stories, bring out some 

Glow-In-the-Dark necklaces you bought at the Dollar Store before the trip. Place 

3-4 necklaces on the ground, in a safe area of the campground where it is very dark. 

Designate a certain number of points for each necklace. Give your grandchildren a 

wadded up sock, tennis ball or something else they can easily toss. The object is to 

throw the item into the lighted circular target on the ground. 

You can site on your wobbly camp stool and keep score as kids enjoy being out-

doors in the dark and aiming for their glowing necklaces on the ground. Create 

some challenges by having your grandchildren toss the item over their shoulder, 

behind their back or while standing on one leg.

If you have a standard portable bean bag toss frame (sometimes known as Corn 

Hole) simply move the frame to a dark area and tape the necklaces around the 

openings on the board. Kids enjoy tossing their bean bags through the holes out-

lined with the glowing necklace. A simple game takes on a new perspective when 

it’s played in the dark. As an extra bonus, your grandkids can wear the glowing neck-

laces to bed!
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Having spent over three years living and traveling full-time in an RV, I’d like 

to share some resources connected to RV camping. Whether you camp 

year-round, or only an occasional weekend, check out these contacts.

RV Travel
If you are looking for an all-around source of RV related information, Chuck Wood-

bury’s weekly RV Travel newsletter offers a wealth of information. Looking for a 

way to expand storage in your rig? Want to find some easy recipes when you are 

camping? Need ideas where to camp in a certain part of the country? And most 

importantly, want to know how to keep your RV toilet smelling sweet? Subscribe to 

RV Travel! You’ll get a fun to read, free newsletter delivered by email each Saturday. 

I look forward to reading the newsletter each week because it has up-to-date 

information as well fun cartoons and trivia. There’s even a section on “Weird RV’s” 

that will have you laughing at the quirky RV’s people have built or purchased. 

Go RV’ing website
Another all-around source for camping information is Go RV’ing. This website has 

everything you need to know about RV camping, from selecting the right vehicle to 

selecting where you want to go with that vehicle. If you need ideas about games to 

play with your grandchildren while driving or at the camp site, you’ll find ideas here!  

RV Cooking Show
One of the advantages of camping in an RV is the money you save by not eating 

in restaurants all the time. Who wants to spend their vacation sweating over a hot 
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stove? That’s where Evanne 

Schmarder’s website RV 

Cooking Show saves the day. 

Evanne provides hundreds 

of easy and delicious recipes 

designed for camping. Many 

recipes will even appeal to 

your finicky grandchildren. 

She gives tips and shortcuts 

so you have delicious meals 

without the need for exotic 

ingredients or complicated 

cooking procedures. 

El Monte RV
Is there someone in your family that would rather stay at a five star resort than go 

camping? Try renting an RV for a few days to see if you can change that person’s mind. 

I’ve known many people, (OK, many women) that discover staying in a Queen sized bed 

with air conditioning and a microwave is not so bad. Some RV’s even come with a wash-

er and dryer!  It’s a great advantage to be able to travel from place to place and know 

your underwear is always in the same drawer. No more schlepping a suitcase from hotel 

to hotel. Kids enjoy camping in an RV because it seems like a giant moving playhouse. 

Contact El Monte RV to see about renting an RV for your first taste of the RV experience.

http://www.RVcookingshow.com
http://www.RVcookingshow.com
http://www.elmonterv.com
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